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that of the various specific qualities of colour touch,
smell etc.5 it is the taste alone which is invariably
cognised by the organ of taste (rasana). This shows
that there is some sort of natural affinity between tongue,
water and taste. Tongue is made up of mainly watery
paramanus with a very little help of the paramanus of
other bhutas. The paramanus of other bbutas do not
overpower the watery elements; so that, there being
the excess of watery paramanus in the construction of the
tongue, it is quite natural that it should cognise the taste
which is the specific quality of water.91

So has been said by Gautama that a particular
sense-organ predominates in a particular element due to
its excess; and hence, it is capable of cognising that
particular quality of it alone92. For instance, the sense-
organ of taste although possesses colour, taste and touch,
yet it is capable of cognising and manifesting taste
alone and not the other two; because, there is the excess
{utkarsd) of taste (rasa) alone in it93. That substance
which is distinguished, by having the excess of a particular
quality, from others is called utkrsta on account of the
manifestation of that quality alone94. Hence, although
there is no difference as far as the inherence or the
samyiktasaf^ara^a of the above mentioned three qualities
are concerned, yet it is the excess of taste (rasa) alone
which is present in the tongue.95

Some, on the other hand, explain that the tongue is
capable of apprehending rasa., because, it is made up of
purely watery paramanus without the combination of
paramanus of any other bhutas. It is really due to the
influence of adrsta that there is an excess in that part
of the body alone through which rasa is apprehended.

91 Vyom., p. 246.
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